Salem Public Art Commission Motion

Subject: Formal Recommendation to City Council — Artist Copyright Retention
with Perpetual City License and Attribution

A. Motion

I move that the Salem Public Art Commission (SPAC) formally recommend that City Council
consider adoption of the proposed Artist Copyright and Licensing Standard — including
artist copyright retention, a perpetual non-exclusive City license, and attribution
requirements — and request that this item be placed on a City Council meeting agenda
before the end of the calendar year.

B. Purpose

e Protect artists’ rights and modernize Salem’s public art management practices.
e Reduce staff time and administrative workload tied to ongoing image-use permissions.

e Preserve all practical City use rights for documentation, promotion, accessibility,
conservation, and planning.

e Strengthen relationships between the City, artists, and community partners through
clear, fair standards.

C. Discussion Points

Current Practice: Murals and public art pieces are added to the City’s collection under
traditional agreements requiring case-by-case permissions for use. The proposed perpetual
license maintains City stewardship but modernizes how use rights are handled —
streamlining work for both staff and artists.

Survey Results: A 44-respondent survey showed 86% of artists value retaining copyright as
very important, and 98% are more likely to apply under a perpetual, non-exclusive City
license.

Community Support: Letters from a local arts business owner and Artists in Action endorse
the proposed approach, emphasizing both efficiency and fairness.

City Impact: The policy grants the City the same practical rights it already exercises, to
reproduce, display, perform, distribute, transmit, and document artworks, while
significantly reducing staff workload and clarifying artist partnerships.

D. Summary of Recommended Policy Elements
e Artist Copyright Retention: The Artist retains copyright ownership.



City License: A perpetual, worldwide, royalty-free, irrevocable, non-exclusive license
covering all forms of reproduction, display, performance, distribution, and transmission,
in any media now known or later developed, and derivative uses for documentation,
conservation, accessibility, and City promotion, including condition reporting, re-site
planning, and relocation mockups. This policy does not limit the City’s existing authority
to deinstall, conserve, or relocate artworks the City owns or stewards.

Partner Use: The City may authorize contractors, grantees, or media partners to use
images for City purposes, at no cost to the City and solely to complete City work, such as
public information, education, and tourism promotion.

Merchandising Clause: Separate Artist permission required for commercial
merchandise or sales unrelated to City communication or tourism promotion.

Artist Warranties: To the Artist’s knowledge, the Artwork is original and does not
knowingly infringe third-party rights. The Artist will cooperate in good faith with the
City to address credible claims.

Attribution: The City will make reasonable efforts to credit the Artist on signage, in
publications, and digital media, and will correct errors upon written notice within a
reasonable time. Correction going forward is the sole remedy.

Moral Rights: The City will respect the Artist’s attribution and integrity rights as
provided by federal law.

City Protections: Nothing in this policy waives the City’s governmental immunities,
alters claims procedures, or limits public records obligations.

Suggested Credit Format
“Title” by Artist Name, year, and medium.

E. Requested Council Action

-

Review and adopt the proposed Artist Copyright and Licensing Standard, including
attribution requirements.

Direct the City Manager to implement this standard consistent with applicable law, and
to update implementation materials (artist agreements, policies, and Chapter 15
guidance).

Schedule this policy for Council discussion and potential adoption before the end of the
calendar year.

. Supporting Exhibits

Exhibit A: Artist survey summary and sample comments.



e Exhibit B: Letters of Support (On file with City staff; copies received by SPAC via email
from Jessica Ramey, and Artists in Action.)



